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Carpet Installed Over Carpet 
 
 
Carpet should never be installed over existing carpet for the following reasons: 
 
1. The propensity for potential flammability.  Currently, there are no test methods 

which can gauge the flammability characteristics of a carpet installed over 
existing carpet. 

 
2. The potential for bacterial growth is present when new carpet is installed over 

existing  carpet (placing new carpet over dirty carpet allows a culture for 
bacteria and fungi growth). 

 
3. Carpet over carpet does not provide an adequate foundation, such as what is 

obtained using a firm, high density pad.  Carpet over carpet will be subject to 
movement when the carpet is trafficked.  Due to the natural elasticity of woven 
polypropylene in primary and secondary carpet backing, buckles, ripples, and 
delamination is likely to occur.  This flexion of the carpet can also result in split 
seams and the carpet releasing from the tackstrip. 
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