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Mold & Mildew

The verbiage “resistant” 1s often
confusing to both custormers and Claims
personnel in regard to the growth of
rmokd and mildew on carpet. The term
resistant irnpkes that carpets wall
withstand the force and effect of fungal
srowths (e, they wor't be degraded by
reokd and mildew). It does not inply
that a carpet will prevent mold and
milcdew growth. Under the nght
conditions carpet and all other types of
focrcovering can provide a growth
erviromment for these mucrobiological
orgamsms.

Mold and mildew are supertficial
fungal growths that reguire an
srganic host such as dust, dirt, rust,
decomposing vegetation or animal
matter. Found in virtually every
environment, both indoors and
outdoors, year round, these
filamentous, spore-forming
organisms are capable of growing
om a wide varety of both natural
and synthetic substances. Warm
and hamid conditions fulfill the
basic requirernent for their growih.
Mold & mildew is most prevalent in
temperatures ranging from 68
degrees F to 86 degrees ¥, with
relative humidity of B5% or above.
Add sott accumulation o these
conditions and carpet can become a
favorable medium for fung.

Polyprovylene (Olefin) is the
dominant fiber used in the
comstruction of outdoor carpets.
The fact that this fiber is 2 synthebc
means that in itself Clefin cannot
act as a host 0 mold and mildew.
However, there s no product or
buili-in technology available that
will totally inhibit the growth of
mold and mildew on any damp
indoor or outdoor carpet if

decaying matter or living
organisms are present. In fact,
mold and mildew can grow on
zlass, metal, or any other non-
organic surface if an organic food
sopurce is available.

Although no one knows how many
species of fungt exists, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, estirnates range from
tens of thousands to perhaps three
hundred thousand or more.
Diegpite these numbers, mold can
easily be identified by its greenish
downy or furry characteristics,
while mildew can be whitish, gray,
or black in color and may gzive the
impression of small specks of
pepper.

Mold and mildew can develop
within a building envelope from
mtrusion or lack of humidity
control. Carpets installed over slab-
on grade or below, are subject fo
trapping moisture below the carpet,
creating a potential source for
microbial contamination. Water
leakage on furnishings or within
wall cavities can result in the
projiferation of mold and mildew
capable of releasing acutely
irritating substances mio the awr
Exposure to mokds can cause
symptoras such as nasal stuffiness,
eye irritation, or wheezing. Severe
reactions may include fever and
shortness of breath, People with
chronic illness, such as chstructive
tung disease, can even develop
modd infections in their lungs.

Aspergiiius is one troublesome form
of mold. Highly allergy reactive,



this potent toxin can be dentified
by its green/black color.

To remove mold or mildew growth
from an outdoor carpet spray or
moyp with a solution of one part
bleach to one part water, Allow the
solution a 15-minute dwell time,
Brushing with a soft bristle brush
may be required 1o remove deeply
embedded growth. After this, hose
the carpet off with water, Caution
should be used with bleach/water
solutions when other less colorfast
fabrics may be contacted. In this
case, the control of a nozzle fed
eleaning and extraction system is
reconnnended. A solution of one~
tablespoon armumonia 0 one-cup
water is recorumended for all other
fibers.

Holistic mold and mildew control is
a hygienic solution necessary o
maintain the cleanliness and
aesthetics of a carpet, as well as
providing occupant comfort within
the home. This can only e
obtamned by removing the
requirements for fungal growth.
Soil management, including regular
vacuuming and a maintenance
program based on extraction
principies (which show fungi
extraction rates to be the highest, at
8%}, will be required. Measures
o insure for consistent climate and
temperature confrol must e faken.
Hurnidity levels indoors should be
kept below 40%, and care should be
taken to provide the home with
adequate ventilabon. Clean,
replace, or remove and dry
previcusly soaked carpets.



