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Seam Rollers 
 

There are basically two types of seam rollers that are used for carpet installation. 
The end result of the roller is to achieve full transfer of the melted thermoplastic 
adhesive from the hot melt tape into the carpet backing by applying pressure in a 
reciprocating motion.  There are varying sizes and styles of rollers; sizes range 
from 4 inches to 6 inches in width.  There are two basic styles, which include the 
star or tracker roller that is to be used on Berber and Loop style carpets.  This 
style roller should not be used on any cut pile carpets because the star points on 
the rollers can grab the tufts, and because of the extreme friction will cause a cut 
pile to fuzz in the area of use. (Care should be taken on loop style construction 
not to apply excessive pressure; this can cut or tear the individual fibers causing 
them to fuzz).  The second style is the smooth roller that can be used on loop- pile 
and cut-pile carpet constructions.  Because of its smooth surface it will not 
damage the carpets fibers, regardless of the carpet construction. To insure 
proper adhesive transfer, the seam should be constructed on a hard surface, such 
as a seaming board.  Examples of seam rollers would be: 

 

 
 

Roberts Star Roller  
 

 
Orcon Smooth Roller 
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