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Seaming techuiques for
staggered stitch berbers are a
concern for many nstallers,
While straight row berbers can
be seamed by scribing the fhace
and row cutting, stagpered stich
berbers offen require different
seaming procedures to property
mstall due to their zig-zag tafted
row design.

The following is a Hst of
seaming technigues for
stagpered stiich berbers. The
method selected will generally
depend upon the degree of
smagger in the tufting patiern of
the carpet and the experience
and preference of the installer.

Ideally, determine first if the
row cut method can be used,
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To find a row use a comb, awl or other blunt
object. Running in the pile direction guide your
awl back and forth, placing more pressure on
the front of the awl. This method may require
additional passes with the awl 1o sufficiently
open the row. Another option to find a row is to
bend the carpet face up around the roil’s core
and allow the row to “grin”. To cut the seam
ase a top cutter, AKLA, cushion back cutter
{with no guide bar to bang up tufts) and cut
along the opening. Due o the degree of stagger
it may be necessary to ase duckbilled shears to
retrim the excess backing material away from
the seam edge.

Another option Is (o use a saw tooth seaming
method. Using this method bend the carpet fhce
up around the roll’s core. To cut the seam
follow the tufted row in a saw-tooth manner
using a sharp hawkbill knife. The seam will fit
together like a jigsaw puzzle. Although saw-
tooth seaming is more time conswming, this
method can produce high quality seams.

A third method is to cut from the carpet’s
backing using a straight edge and chalk line.
When cutting from the carpets hacking care
must be taken 0 cut only through the secondary
and primary backings. Again, it is important to
use 2 top cutter to avoid hanging up tufts, Afier
the scams are cut and the two edges are
carefidly separated, return the carpet 1o a face
up position. Y ou must then underent the edges
to be seamed by using eight inch scissors held
approximately at 2 45 degree angle, leaving the
additional pile yarn slong the edges to be
seamed. The foal procedure afler hot melting
the seam is to take napping shears and cut
acrnss the seam to rim away excess pile yarns.

Cross seams should be cut fom the face using a
top cutter. Because scribing a row tor cross

seams is not always possible, cutting blades
must be sharp at all times to avoid frayed edges,

Mow lets assume you have reviewed these
methods thoroughly and have decided which
method 18 best susted for vou and the carpet you
are working with, You're having a good day so
far....up to the poist you open the roll and
discover there is shight bowing in the carpet
{variations up 1o T ¥4 " within 12 feet are within
mill tolerances). At this point vou may opt to
disregard the aforementioned seaming methods
and consider trace cutting your searns, This s
accomplshed by row cutting your first breadth,
overlapping it on the sccond breadih, and trace
cutting the face using a top cutter. Great care
mauast be taken when using the frace cutting
method. Since you will be cutting through loops
cutiting blades prust be sharp at all times.
Proceed with this method slowly to avoid
fraying and pulled loops as well as undercutting
or over culting the varns. Trace cutting
staggered stitch berbers should be reserved for
ondy goods tat are bowed.

Points to remaembers

Hoth seam edges must be sealed with »
guality latex seam sealer to prevent edge
delarnination, as well as fraving and raveling of
the fis.

The use of 6% seam fape is recommended to

reduce the possibility of scam peaking,
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