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Carpet is a product of individual
styles and constructions that
dictate how they must be
worked with, including seaming
procedures. The need for
properly copstructed seams
cannot be oversiated. Seams
must be made strong enough to
withstand the forces of stretch
as well as the demands of traffic
moving over them, and be as
inconspicucus as possible,
Improperly constructed seams
can result in pesked, cuffed, or
gapped seams, fraying and
raveling of the yarns and
delmuination of the secondary
backing,

Among the more challenging
carpets to seam are the graphic
constructions. Ag an cxample,
the shifting needle bar tufling
process used in the design of
graphics may make finding 2
row to trim for seaming more
difficult for some when
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compared to conventionally tufted straight row
carpets; however non-conforming seams on
these styles will be blatantly obvious and will
almost certainly fail with ose. Here it must be
rememnbered that a seam is always the weakest
link in the installation “cham.” Therefore, a
carpet instaliation is only as good as its weakest
seamt.

Aesthetically spealing, it is viruelly impossible
1o join two materials of any kind fogether
without showing some semblance of a searm.
However, unsound seaming with graphic styles
can create problems such as a pattern mismatch
or a siriated appearance at the seam that is often
referred 1o as color paring (4 condition that
occurs when two ends of the same color are
ioined af the searn edge). Proper row cutting
procedures will eliminate the potential for most
any seaming problem with graphic styles. In
addition, the effects of seams in general cap be
reduced by the nurmber of seams made. OUne
way to do this is by naming the carpet
fengthwise in halls and corridors.

To find a row for seaming graphic styles seribe
down the gauge line between the tufted rows
using a blunt edge of a comb, a screwdriver with
reamded edges, or a cushion back cotter with the
hlade retracted. If an awl is used for scribing it
should be used with caution, since e sharp
point of this tool can snag the varn in loop pile
constructions. To sufficiently open a row, guide
the scribing tool back and forth down the gauge
row, phacing more pressure on the forward
moverment. This procedure will allow the cutter
to follow between the tufled rows without
plowing into the pile varns {which can lead
frayed edges with use), and will prevent the
cutter from jumping e the adiacent row (a
feading cause of color pairing at seams). Cross
seams can be made using these same
procedures; however, these seams should be
kept to a minimum and placed so they are not in
beavily trafficked and open areas. Additionally,
becaupse of the construction of the pile, carpet

cross seams tend {o be more noticeable than
length seams.

All cut edges to be seamed MUST be scam
seated (ref CRI 104 and 105 Standard for
Installation).

In cases where a slightly bowed or serpentine
edge on one side of 7 non pattern graphic is
eneountered an alternate seaming method cun be
used. Fow cut the straight edge as previously
described. Shide the second breadth (the bowed
or serpentine edge) that is to be joined to the
trisnmed edge under this edge approximately |
¥ mches, Be sure that the overlapped plece is
uniform the entire length of the carpet so that
two ends of color are not joined at the seam,
Using the row cut edge of the overlapped plece,
trace cut the second breadth to the first seam
edge (thds method can also be used on cross
seams when the edges will not conform o row
cutting). If the trace cutting method is required,
curiting biades must be sharp and should be
replaced frequently o Insure for the clesgnest cut
possible. Since some of the yarns will get cut
using this method it is necessary io WORK
THE SEAM SEALER INTO THE CARPET'S
EDGE with your thumb and forefinger to obtam
betier Sher lock and to minhmize tufl shippage at
the seamp. :

The need for row cutting is even more apparent
with patternced graphics since the pattern is the
imtegral part of the mfting process. Becanse of
this, the pattern must be aligned by following
the tufted rows. By trhnming the pattern at the
match point and row cutting {following the
wfted row) you will be able to cut the pattern In
exactly the same place every time i repeats. IF
the carpet is not row aut, the pattern will not
match. It iz imperstive that vou choose the
proper tufled row o trim between to secwre &
patiern match with the two carpet breadths,

Some installers may feel that these methods are

to time consuming or are not the seaming
methods that they “cut their teeth on.” Installers
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must understand that today’s carpets are
much more sophisticated and require more
exacting mstallation siandards. Installers
should also recognize the critical need for
countinned trainmy and education i their
trade as a key step in avoiding lost dollars
due to costomer dissatisfaction and
complaints,

It is important fo remember to always
INSPECT the carpet for visible defects.
This should be done prior to moving auy
furniture, putting down any tack strip or
pad, and certainly BEFORE CUTTING
any carpet,

Finally, many consumers believe that
seams should not be seen. A seam by its
very definition is a line formed by joining
two or mors materials at thedr edges.
Although the skill of the mstalier will bave
a significant influence on the sppearance
of the seam (by making them less
obvious), consumers should umderstand
that NO SEAM IS INVISIBLE.
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