Unitke machined products
wxtiles are extensible and
subject to expansion, bowing,
and skewing in the
marufacturing process. Minor
varigtions are common in all
carpet and can be adjusted by
gualified competent installers
using proven fundamental
standards of instaliation.
Because there s no dependable
way to shrink carpet these
variations must be adjusted by
stretching the carpet unti! the
desired effect ks achieved, and
then siay nailing the carpet 1o
the sub-floor. Minor variations
can often be corrected using a
knee kicker. More severe
variations generally require the
use of a power streicher and a
“dead man”. A deadmanis a
2 x 6 board with rows of
architectural tack sirip nailed to
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one side. It's purpose is to allow a fixed
position wherever needed in order to power
stretch carpet in short intervals. Onee the
variation has been adjusted and the carpet is stay
nailed, the dead man allows the installer to
refocate the power stretcher and continue this
procedire down the entire length of the carpet
so that additional adiustments can be obtained,

When mstalling carpel over pad stay nails
should be placed adjacent to the seam in s
manner that will not interfere with the
pracement of the hot melt seaming tape. Stay
natls showld remain until the seams are hot
melted. Afler this the stay natls should be
removed and the carpet power stretched into
place, treating it as one plece of carpet.

When mstalling carpet using the direct ghue
down method stay nails must remain in place
until the adhesive is fully cured, 1T installing
diect glue over concrete you can use 3/4"
conerete nails. Use ondy one drive of the
hammer 10 avoid cracking the concrete. As long
as the adhesive is still “wet”, adiustments {or
bowing, skewing, and pattern elongation can be
achieved W divect ghue installations.

To ensure a match with pattern goods pattern
matching should begin in the center of the seam
5o any variances can be adjusted towards the
end. Ifmore than two breadths are Involved
start with the center breadth. [ installers are
working with pattern graphic carpet it s
extremely fundamental that they know the
pattern 1s actually tufted into the carpet, not
printed on. Because of this, the tufied rows
mast line up to achieve an acceptable pattern
match. Row cutting is recommended. To find a
row on graphic carpets most installers seribe the
face using an awl, comb, or other similar blunt
object. Rumming in the pile direction, guide the
mstrument back and forth, placing more

pressure on the front of the instrument. Itis
ofien helpful to first roll the carpet face up
ground the roll’s core and allow the row o
“grin” before seribing the row, If pattern
grapiiic carpet is not properly row cut the
patiern will not match. Free hand, chalk ine or
straight edge seam cutting procedures will not
provide an acceptable pattern match on graphic
carpets, A perfect patiern match af the seams
may not always be possible due to inherem
characteristics of the manufecturing process.
Exact patters mateh cannot be guaranteed.

Row cutting is also recommended for scaming
pin dot graphics. Care must be taken when
cutting the seam o avoid jumping the ufted row
w0 the adjacent row 1o avold pairing of colors
at the seam.

Installers shioudd siop the installation and contact

our Castomer Relations Department if the

tollowing manufactring tolerances have been

exceeded:

i) Bowing greater than 1 % mches inthe i2
oot width or 1 % i the 12 foot length,

2.} Skew or squarencss greater than 1 W
inches In 12 foor width.

3.} Pattern elongation greater than 1 % inches in
12 foot fength.

Bowing, skewing, and pattern elongation ¢an
ocewr simultaneously or i any combinstion.
tsing a carpenter’s square, a straight edge, or 2
chalk line nstallers should measure and report
each condition separately. Reporting this
information will greatly facilivate the mill's
determination of any manufacturing lability and
the final resolution of any claim. o addition to
manufachiring variations, SOme rooms are not
nerfectly square. This can create “apparent”
problems with the carpet and should also be
verified.




