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Power Stretching Against Structurally Unsound Walls 
 

When installing carpet using the tackless (stretch-in) installation method, it is 
important to know in advance if the room(s) have adequate studs (the vertical 
member of an interior wall structure), floor and ceiling joist supports (horizontal 
members of an interior wall structure) and are made using interior wallcovering 
material capable of supporting the forces of stretch applied at the base of the wall 
when power stretching carpet. 
 
When installing carpet in a room or rooms that lacks adequate interior wall 
structural support capable of supporting the applied forces of stretch induced by 
the use of a power stretcher, it is necessary to use 2” x 4” lumber or other similarly 
constructed, sturdy support that is placed directly against the wall(s) at the 
floor/wall juncture.  Doing this enables the installer to place the padded plate end 
of a power stretcher against that support in order to equally distribute the applied 
force to the wall(s) when power stretching the carpet.   The length of this support 
will be determined by the wall length/width measurements of the room(s) and the 
location (distance apart) of the wall studs, which should be placed at 16-inch 
increments.   
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