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Measuring Stairs for Carpet Installation

Although stairs come in many shapes and sizes and
can be made with or without nosing, may include
railing spindles, have a bullnose step, and have one
or more landings, there are essentially two ways to
install carpet on stairs, The first method is referred
to as “Cap and Band”. This method utilizes two
separate pieces of carpet. The “cap” refers to the
area of carpet that covers the stair iread, and the
“band” refers to carpet that covers the stair riser.
The advantage of this method 1s that in many cases
it allows you to utilize excess pieces of carpet.
When using this method, “caps” should be measure:
from the crotch (the angle where the tread and riser
meet) across the tread and over the nose to the lip
{the area immediately beneath the stair nosing that
meets the riser) and from wall to wall for closed
steps (steps ending at each end at a wall), or, if the
stair is open on one side, from the wall across the
tread to the nose and over the lip where it meets the
riser on the open side opposite the wall. The “band’
shouid be measured from the crotch up to the riser
or, if the stair has nosing, up to the point where the
niser meets the lip. Reinforced cloth measuring tape
works best for this need. Because of the potential
for slight vanations in stair tread and/or riser sizes
on & set of steps it is a good idea to measure several
steps to insure for adequate carpet and make your
carpet estimate based upon the largest stair
measurement obtained. Because of expected
variances with each step angular and spiral stairs
must be measured and identified separately and are
best suited to be installed by the cap and band
method.

The other method of installing carpet on stairs is
referred to as the “Waterfall” method, which
utilizes one continuous piece of carpet. When
measuring for this type of stair instaliation start by
measuring one tread and its riser as described

above, add these two figures, and then multiply this
total by the total number of stairs, again checking
periodically for comparison to be certain the stair
measurements are consistent.

If the stairs have railing spindles they should still be
measured as if they are open steps since the carpet
must be installed through the spindies. Stairs made
with a bottom bullnose step (a bottom stair that is
elongated and rounded on one or both sides of the
tread) can be instalied using either the cap and band
or waterfall method.

Regardless of the type of stair installation you opt
for, stairs with landings, whether the landing is
straight or positioned at a right angle to the stairs
above it, should be measured and the carpet instalied
in the same direction as the stair beneath the landing
and unless otherwise specified the carpet nap
direction should run up the stairs (which will help
lessen pile crush to some extent). Be sure also to
add one inch to every step measurement to account
for pad thickness if the stairs are being installed
using the tackless method.
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