AVOIDING SEAMING IRON BAMAGE

Today’s seaming irons come equipped with reliable thermostats and heat shields to
protect carpet backings from damage resulting from an overheating seaming iron. When
damage oceurs, seaming irons that transmit excessive heat can cause carpet backings to
shrink, curl, or cutf, seams to peak, and face varns to become discolored.

Inmost cases a seam ron thermostat setting of 2.5 is suflicient w activate the
thermoplastic adhesive on the seam tape and obtain proper adhesive transfer (o a carpet’s
backing. One sure way to determine if the thermostat setting of the seaming iron is not
excessive for any particular backing is to wait untii the thermostat light indicator goes off
(indicating the searing iron has reached the desired heat level) and then place the
seaming iron directly on the backing of a scrap piece of the carpet to be seamed. Wait
twenty (20} seconds. Hf the carpet backing shrinks. melts or deforms, the iron
temperature 18 too high Tor that backing.

This same procedure can be used to check the heat shield of the seaming iron by
preheating the iron {but leaving it in the tray) and then placing a piece of scrap carpet on
both sides of the heat shield for twenty (20} seconds. 1 the carpet responds in any of the
aforementioned ways the heat shield should be replaced or another seaming iron should
be used.
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