Beaulieu Technical Services Bulletin

New Carpet, Indoor Air Quality, Asthma, and other
Breathing Disorders

The Carpet and Rug institute recommends that old carpet be
vacuumed before removal to minimize the amount of dust particles
and other biological materials that enter into homes and workplaces
everyday and accumulate on many surfaces, including bedding,
upholstery, hard floor surfaces, and carpet. Vacuuming old carpet
helps augment the removal of small, respirable particulate, including
mold spores, poliens, dust mites and other allergens that could
otherwise be re-suspended into the breathing zone when the carpet
is being pulled-up and removed. This practice is nof only
recommendead to help maintain a healthy indoor air quality for all
occupants, it could help abate certain distress that might be
experienced by individuals with allergies and breathing disorders. [t
is also recommended that new carpet be vacuumed after installation.
This will help remove dusts and other biological material that could
have re-entered the breathing zone and then settied back onto the
new carpet, minimizing the potential for this to occur. These practices
are especially important for sensitive individuals (who should also be
encouraged to leave their home while old carpet is being removed
and new carpet is being installed). Failure {o foliow these source
control procedures could explain why sensitive individuals who have
recently instalied new carpet in their home complain about what they
consider to be a sensitization to new carpet emissions.

Unlike other floorcoverings, carpet helps fo frap significant amounts
of particles so they do not become re-suspended into the breathing
zone. As an example, research has shown that air movement must
be 10 times greater over carpet than hard surfaces {o re-suspend
mold spores into the breathing zonel



