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Most homeowners today
assume that because their carpet
is manufactured from synthetic
fiber & is immuze to insect
damage. Although with today's
increased use of synthetic fibers
this problem is not as
widespread as it once was, the
truth is that insects do attack
synthetics if protein or
carbohydrate staing are present,
Conptaminants such as blood,
uring, dander, feces, foad,
drinks and perspiration provides
the nutritional protein that
textile pests can feed on and
thus do damsge to synthetic
carpet fibers (synibetics can be
attacked, but not digested),

The most common category of
“earpel” jnsect is carpet beetles.
These insects were named many
years ago for their appetite for
wool and other protein fibers
used in carpets and rugs that are
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Sources of Carpet Beetles

urces of Carpet Beetles

staple to thelr diets. The two most conumon
carpet beetles are the Black Carpet Bestle and
the Varied Curpet Beetle. The Black Carpet
Beetle is one of the most destructive and
widespread of the carpet beetles in the United
States. It is most frequently found in the
northern states. The adult is 1-2 inches Jong,
dark brown to black in color, and elongated oval
in shape. Black Carpet Beetle larvae are 3/8
inches long, golden brown in coler, and have a
tapered shape and a long wil of tall hairs.

The Varied Carpet Beetle is approximately 1/8
inch long. The body ks marked with a mottled
pattern of yellow, white, and orangs scales ona
black background. The body iz nesrly round or
broadly oval. Varied Carpet Beetle larvae are -
/4 inchies long, and are brown in color with
alternating light and dark bands across the top of
the sbdomen. Vared Carpet Beetles are found
throughaout the temperate regions of the United
States. Gther members of the carpet beetle
include the Common Carpet Beetle (also known
as the Old Fashion Carpet Beetle} and the
Furniture Beetle.

Adult carpet beetles {ly readily and are altracted
to sundight. In the Spring they can be found
outdoors {zeding on flower pollen, and often live
i bird and rodent nests, Eggs sod larvae
generally find thelr way indoors by being carried
in on articles containing wool, especially second
band cloting, upholstered funiture, and
Oriental Rugs obtained from fairs, flea markets,
auctons, e, .. .

During their 2 to 4 week adult life span carpet
beetles do not do any damage to textiles.

During this time female carpet beetles will lay
between 100 and 300 eggs. Eggs hatch within 4
to § days during the warmer months. The
destructive stage is the larva, The larvae begin
feeding immediately afler they hateh, Wool and
silk provide the best nourishment, although the
larvae will eat whatever food source is
available, even to the point of canpibalism, The

larval stage fypically iasts for 3 to § months.

Once in the home carpet beetles can be found in
window sills, behind baseboards and moldings,
in floor cracks, bebind radiators, in dresser
drawers, and on closet shelves. Considering the
carpet beetles natural habitats, it is not upusual
to disturb these pests during & new carpet
installation, causing them to flee from their
hiding places. Once this ocours, the alarmed
end-user often suspects that thelr new carpet is
the source of their infestation. Carpet beetles
are NOT mill induced insects. In wuath, any
living organism that oo ild even be remotely
present during the production of new carpet
would be destroyed by the extreme ternperatures
used in the oven during the back coating
process. In addition, {inisued carpets are
typically wrapped in thermally sealed plastic
that would not allow insects easy secess to these
goods. Finally, there is no source of
nowrishiment o newly fnished synthetic carpet
that would provide subsisience to anbmate life
forms.

Fortunately, there are effective fumigants and
repeiants that can be used to corpbat adult
carpet beetles should a home become infested.
Care is required however when using these
products, Research has shown that pesticides
containing DDVE (fpest strip” or Vapona),
Malathion, Orthene, and Sumithion can cause
color chanpes on some carpet. Additiopally,
while most pesticides kil adult carpet beetles,
very fow have any ofiC ot on larvae {which
explaing why new carpet beetles often appesr
within a few days afle- xtenmination of existing
pests), Products such as methyl bromide will
effectively kill larvae, but react unfavorably
with synthetic latex. Since most pesticides that
are harmful to insects tend to also be harmful to
humans, the use of any exterminating agents,
whether they are direct spray-on or dusting
agents {such as boric acid dust), should be left
1o trained, licensed exterminators who are
familiar with these products, their restrictions
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and toxicology characteristics, and corrent
governmenial pollution control standards.

Although not common, campet beetle
damage to textiles, including synthetics,
still vcours. The key to preventing
infestation of carpet beetles and other
insects is contintous care of floor
coverings, including regular vacuuming
and periodic deep cleaning with hot water
extraction. Vacuuwm cleaners equipped
with beater bars will usually crush and
dislodge eggs and young larvae. Carpet
cleaning will remove nutritional
coptaminants that tend to altract and
support these pests. Regular dry cleaning
of articles such as weoler blankets,
upholstery, draperies and ather home
furnishings can also belp decrease the
chance of insect infestation since insects
do not generally attack clesn materials.
Additionally, dry-cleaning solvents are
geperally toxio to most textile pests.
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